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When I first saw this book online, I noticed the interesting painting style of the author, John Muir 
Laws. His colors and quality attracted the eye. On further browsing through the book, John shows 
his great artistic skill in many of the paintings and pencil sketches. To a reader, the author appears to 
be expecting too much from the student. However, Laws made sure to alleviate that feeling in his 
first few pages, explaining, “If your goal is to make pretty pictures, then every time a drawing 
doesn’t work out the way you wanted, you will be disappointed and then less likely to pick up a 
pencil next time. Instead, make it your goal to learn to observe more closely and to remember what 
you have seen.” 
 
In the first chapter, Laws gives a detailed, yet concise, crash course in bird drawing. He describes the 
issues of subjects such as posture and proportion and shows different “wrong” and “right” examples 
of how to draw the subject. Laws then moves on to a bigger chapter dealing with the more specific 
portions of the bird’s anatomy and how each part of a bird’s body relates to other body parts. This 
chapter is probably the largest and most important chapter that is in the book and Laws did a great 
job of writing it. The next few chapters consist of tips on drawing specific families of birds (raptors, 
ducks, etc.), birds in flight, and sketching in the field. Finally, Laws closes off the book on how to 
use different mediums such as paint and Watercolor, effectively as well as a helpful spread of 
important colors for a bird artist to have. 
 
Overall, I enjoyed this book, not only for the instructive step-by-step exercises and the beautiful 
artwork, but for the revealing information that Laws shows regarding bird anatomy. Unfortunately, 
the author does expect the reader to have or obtain certain materials (paper, colored pencils, paints, 
brushes, etc.) that wouldn’t be available at just any store. I still recommend this book highly to any 
birder that wishes to learn more about how to draw birds, but remember that to effectively use 
the book a reader would have to pay some money to order art materials. On the flip side, I would say 
that paying the bit of money for the materials is worth the quality learning experience that the author 
has provided us in The Laws Guide to Drawing Birds. 
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This sketch was created by 
Nathaniel as an exercise in the 

course of reading the book. 


